Teaching Ideas and Visual Aids for
My Eternal Family

by Annette Dickman

The ideas in this song lend themselves so well for teaching with
pictures and puzzles and manipulatives. I love the idea of how we are
builders of our eternal families and eternal homes.

For the 1st verse | found simple pictures of children doing chores
and serving, playing and growing in their families. I assigned each
picture to a specific phrase of the song with a keyword. As I sang, [ put
up the pictures in order on the chalkboard with magnets. We sang
together and reviewed the words and melodic phrases. This could also
be adapted for use on a Melody Map.

For the 2m verse, [ put up a large picture of a House onto the
chalkboard. Tools play a big part in building. I displayed visual pictures
of physical tools (hammer, saw, drill, paint brush, screw driver,
wrench) and had the children think of spiritual tools such as serving,
studying, loving each other and the Lord, praying, working and
speaking with kindness that help build strong eternal families. [ puta
small picture representing a spiritual tool onto a physical tool with tape
and assigned each to a phrase of the 2nd verse of the song. As we sang
and introduced the phrases, I taped the physical/spiritual tool picture
up on the House (on the door, windows, roof, etc.). Be specific as to
which phrase the tool picture represents. The order of putting the
pictures is from the ground up just as you have to build from the
foundation upwards.

This idea could also be made into a puzzle by creating a large
silhouette of the house and cutting it into pieces by separating the
foundation w/plants, front door, wings or window areas, roof and
chimney or second story. The physical/spiritual tool clues could be
permanently fixed to the sections. As you sing the phrases, build the
house from foundation to roof using those picture tool clues to reinforce
the idea that we are builders “building a home.”

Suggestions by phrase are given in the illustration.



